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Community Benchmarks - Status

Avg. daily new case count in Brookline = <10
(last 14 days)

Avg. daily new case count in Massachusetts = <10
(last 14 days)

Avg. test positivity rate in Brookline = <5.0%
(last 14 days)

Avg. test positivity rate in Massachusetts = <5.0%
(last 14 days)

If any two of these four thresholds are exceeded, a more focused
discussion should take place about potential pause, roll-back, or
other modification of in-person PSB operations.
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Understanding Test Positivity
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\&,& Massachusetts Department of Public Health COVID-19 Dashboard-  Thursday, October 29, 2020

i 3 ¥ Testing by Date - Molecular (Percent Positive) e
Perce:tnt;;w;ests By Molecular Method that are Positive by Test Date fisl-iime Ieste

by test date

@ Percent of Tested Individuals who are Positive @ Percent of All Molecular Tests that are Positive

6.6%

% Panel 4 has been formally measuring by the dark
blue (% of total tests) line but monitoring all
5%
4% . . : 9 5 . 9% . % pOSiTive of
g A ' ' total tests by
5 tests date

3%

2%

0%

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 30:1 2 3 4 S5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 28
September October

Data Sources: COVID-19 Data provided by the Bureau of Infectious Disease and Laboratory Sciences; Tables and Figures created by the Office of Population Health.

Note: all data are current as of 8:00am on the date at the top of the page. Data previously shown according to date report received; data now presented according to date the individual was tested. Due to lag in
reporting by laboratories, counts for most recent dates are likely to be incomplete; this graph is lagged by one day as a result. Percent of Tested Individuals who are Positive counts the number of individuals with at
least one molecular test; Percent of all Molecular Tests that are Positive counts the total number of molecular tests performed. This includes individuals who have had more than one molecular test. 8

Source: https://www.mass.gov/doc/covid-19-dashboard-october-29-2020/download
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MA Statewide Test Positivity
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Source: https://www.mass.gov/info-details/covid-19-response-reporting (daily and weekly raw data)
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MA Statewide Test Positivity
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MA Statewide Test Positivity
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MA Statewide Test Positivity
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MA Statewide Test Positivity
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Statewide Non-Higher Ed. Testing
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Understanding Test Positivity

Figure 1: Three ways in which percent positivity can be calculated for COVID-19 laboratory tests
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Understanding Test Positivity

Challenges with “% of people positive”

First, it’s a metric where the 5% benchmark may no longer apply. That
threshold came from multiple organizations’ recommendations* for a
different metric, the % positive tests. We have no reason to assume 5% is the
relevant cut-point here, and it’s unclear what it should be.

More problematic is that the “% people positive” rate is no longer a
snapshot in time - it either captures the long-term total effect of the
pandemic, or only looks at new people being tested, who are likely quite
different than the general population and people who are re-testing

O Who hasn’t been tested so far and decides to get tested now?
O Likely someone with more severe symptoms, meaning higher positive test rates
O We re-ran state numbers to see what this pattern looks like

* World Health Organization and American Federation of Teachers



